Introduction
In 1998 the Zimbabwe National Cancer Registry ranked eye tumours as the sixth commonest group o f tumours reported in Zimbabwe (3.9%). The leading tumours included Kaposi's sarcoma ( 26%), cervical and uterine tumours (23%), non-melanoma tumours o f the skin (12%), breast tumours (9%) and prostatic tumours (8%) respectively. These data were striking, since the proportion o f eye tumours among all registered tumours for 1998 o f 4% had more than trebled the 1990 proportion o f 1.2%.' Work done by Chokunonga The aim o f this study was to determine the patterns o f annual incidence rates o f the two commonest registered malignant ocular tumours in Zimbabwe during the period 1 January 1990 to 31 December 1999.
Materials and Methods
Data was obtained from the Zimbabwe National Cancer Registry and hospital records using purpose designed data collection tools which captured the following information: Scca: squamous cell carcinoma o f the conjunctiva /100 000people: (age-adjusted rates), ret: retinoblastoma o f the eye/100 000 children: 0 to 10 years o f age (age-adjusted rates).
The age-adjusted incidence rate for registered squamous cell carcinomas o f the eye between 1990 and 1999 demonstrated a more than 10-fold increase (from 0.17 to 1.8 per 100 000 people respectively), whereas the retinoblastoma age-adjusted incidence rates for the same period showed a decrease o f more than 50% (from 0.8 to 0.34 per 100 000 children below 10 years o f age respectively). The age-standardised annual incidence rates for all registered ocular tumours grouped together showed a positive upward linear trend (y2:362.78, with 9df and p<0.001). However, the age-standardised annual incidence rates for registered retinoblastomas showed significant downward linear trend during the period under study (x2 : 8.404, with 9df and p value o f  0.00374) .
The distribution o f all registered tumours by gender has been summarized in Figure III below. The age-adjusted annual incidence rate o f all registered malignant ocular tumours in Zimbabwe has increased by more than three-fold from 0.69 to 2.56 cases per 100 000 people between 1990 and 1999 respectively. This increase has been largely due to* an epidemic o f squamous cell carcinoma o f the conjunctiva. However, the age-adjusted incidence rate for retinoblastomas in Zimbabwe has dropped by more than 50% during the same period o f study as illustrated in Figure II . These observations suggest the presence o f some factor which increases the risk o f developing SCCA o f the conjunctiva among Zimbabweans, while it has no effect, on the risk o f developing retinoblastomas, thus eliminating the possibility of improved access to health facilities as an explanation for the apparent increases in incidence rates. 
Conclusion
This study has shown that SCCA o f the conjunctiva is now the commonest registered ocular tumour in Zimbabwe and its age-adjusted incidence rate is on the increase. Although the causative agent for SCCA of conjunctiva is still speculative, evidence gathered in this study cannot exonerate exposure to HIV infection on the basis o f absent laboratory tests. The current magnitude o f the problem as compared to the nineteen eighties warrants it being classified as a local epidemic and this may assist resource mobilisation geared towards appropriate interventions in this country.
